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From Traditional to Blended learning:
Breaking New Ground at an Educational Crossroads
This year, as Im sure youll agree, was a year like no other.
The 2020/2021 school calendar saw more dramatic changes to the
regular routine than any other in recent memory. Not least of which
was the shift to online learning and, for a period of time, leaving the
physical classroom behind.
This is not to say, however that the experience was entirely
negative. Changes create opportunities and for teachers and students
alike, their ability to acquire new skills and abilities to adapt to this New
Normal was admirable. The switch to a virtual classroom has, I feel helped
our students to become more computer literate in a world that is becoming increasingly
reliant on technology, regardless of the recent health situation.
Our challenge, amid a constantly changing environment this year was to commit to
Blended Learning by combining an online learning component with face-to-face education.
This can be highlighted in a number of areas where the English Department is concerned;
This years Open Day became a combined at school/online event, with a limited number
of student helpers present to assist teachers in conducting an English games session in which
students and parents could participate in real time online.
The 72nd Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival presented an additional challenge in the form of
online performance submissions. Im happy to say that our students took the changes in their stride
English Week also included both face to face and online components, with classroom activities
combining with online access through Google classroom.
Our International Exchange Programme even went ahead in the form of HUGS, which included a
fruitful interaction between our students and a Singapore cohort, making use of both Zoom and email to
learn more about each others cultures.
In spite of the uncertainty and challenges we faced this year, we were able to provide a full and varied
learning experience to our students. Nobody knows for sure what trials we may encounter in the coming school
in true ELCHK Lutheran Secondary School spirit.
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HIGHLIGHTS:
English Week: From Paperback to Popcorn
Speech Festival: The 72nd Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival  A Virtual Success!
H.U.G.S. Embraces Cross-cultural Learning in a Digital World

From Paperback to Popcorn

English Week is usually a busy time for the English Department and this year was no different. Our theme for the event
this time was From Paperback to Popcorn; exploring the characters and themes of popular teen novels that became hit
movies.
 the inclusion of a greater online component being one of the features that set this English Week apart from others.
Uncertain school arrangements also played a part; having often necessitated a blend of face to face and online learning
this year.
Information about the selected books was not only covered in class, but made available on Google Classroom for
students to access off-site. Additionally, a daily question was given through the schools LSS Campus TV. Students of the
One new and interactive feature of the event was the compilation of all of the weeks resources on a website
created through Google Sites, which could be accessed through the LSS home page. This included information, video
of a competition. Many thanks go to Mr. Wong of the English Department for designing this
site.
English Week is an important feature of the school calendar which serves to instill
within students an appreciation for varying facets of the English Language Arts. We look
forward to another engaging event next year.
For more information, please visit our English Week 2020-2021 website.

Exploring popular teen novels that became hit movies

Book Title/Authorr

The Hunger Games
Author: Suzanne Collins
ollins

Book Title/Author

Percy Jackson and the Olympians:
The Lightning Thief

Film Title

Author: Rick Riordan

The Hunger Games

Film Title

The Lightning Thief
(Percy Jackson and the Olympians
Olyy p
series))

Book Title/Author

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Author: C.S. Lewis

Book Title/Author

The Hobbit

Author: J.R.R. Tolkien

Film Title

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Film Title

The Hobbit

Book Title/Author

Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone
(U.S.A.: Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone)
Author: J.K. Rowling

Film Title

Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone

How much do you know about the above popular
teen novels/ movies?
Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone
Q1-Which school house is Harry placed in during the Sorting Hat ceremony?

The Hobbit
Q2-What kind of creature is Smaug?
a) a Dwarf
b) a Wizard
c) a Dragon

d) a Hobbit

The Hunger Games
Q3-How old should the participants in the Hunger Games competition be?

The Lightning Thief
Q4-What is the name of the girl who accompanies Percy on his quest?

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Q5-What kind of animal is the powerful character of Aslan?

ANSWERS
1. Gryffindor
2. c) a Dragon
3. Between the ages of 12 and 18.
4. Annabeth
5. Aslan is a Lion.
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