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C2. ENGLISH LANGUAGE # R =

1) SENIOR SECONDARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE CURRICULUM
The senior secondary English Language curriculum seeks to
build on the effective learning and teaching practices promoted
in basic education. The overall aims of the English Language
curriculum are:

> to provide every student of English with further opportunities
for extending their knowledge and experience of the cultures of
other people as well as opportunities for personal and
intellectual development, further studies, pleasure and work in
the English medium; and

> to enable every student to prepare for the changing
socio-economic  demands resulting from advances in
information  technology; these demands include the
interpretation, use and production of materials for pleasure,
study and work in the English medium.

2) LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Learning objectives define more specifically what students are
expected to learn. They serve as a reference list for curriculum, lesson
and activity planning. The learning objectives for English Language at
the senior secondary level are built on those for Key Stage 3
(Secondary 1 — 3) and are organised under the following general areas:.
»  Language Forms and Communicative Functions;
»  Language Skills and Language Development Strategies; and
»  Attitudes Specific to English Language Learning.



3) ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
The learning objectives to be assessed in English Language listed
below are closely aligned with the curriculum framework:

Reading

To assess the ability of candidates to:

» understand and interpret the purpose and meaning of a broad
range of texts

identify the main theme and key details of a broad range of texts
identify the contextual meaning of words and phrases

interpret the tone and mood of a writer

YV V VYV VY

distinguish and evaluate views, attitudes or arguments in fairly

complex texts

» understand the use of a range of language features in fairly
complex texts

> interpret, analyse, select and organise ideas and information

from various sources

Writing

To assess the ability of candidates to:

» write texts for different contexts, audiences and purposes
with relevant content and adequatesupporting details

» convey meaning using varied vocabulary, linguistic
devices and language patterns appropriately and accurately

» plan and produce coherent and structured texts with ideas
effectively presented and developed

» write texts using appropriate tone, style and register and the
salient features of different genres

» draft and revise written texts
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Listening

To assess the ability of candidates to:

» understand and interpret the purpose and meaning of a range of
spoken texts

» identify the key details of a range of spoken texts

» interpret speakers’ feelings, views, attitudes and intentions

» understand speakers with a range of accents and language
varieties in speech delivered at a moderate pace

> understand the use of a range of language features in fairly
complex spoken texts

Speaking

To assess the ability of candidates to:

» express information and ideas (e.g. personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas and evaluative
remarks) with suitable elaboration

» convey meaning using a range of vocabulary and
language patterns appropriate to the context, purpose and
audience

» establish and maintain relationships/spoken exchanges
using  formulaic  expressions and  appropriate
communication strategies (e.g. making an appropriate
opening and closing, negotiating meaning, making
suggestions, using appropriate degrees of formality)

» produce coherent and structured speeches with ideas
effectively/clearly presented and developed

» pronounce words clearly and accurately

» use appropriate pace, volume, intonation, stress, eye

contact and gesture to support effective communication

8



SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA)

The SBA component comprises a reading/viewing programme
where students will need to read/view two to four texts (‘texts’
encompass print, non-print, fiction and non-fiction material) over
the course of three years, including at least one print and one
non-print text, and write up some comments and personal
reflections on them. Students then take part in a discussion with
classmates on the texts they have read/viewed, or make an
individual presentation and respond to their teacher’s questions,
which will be derived from their written personal comments. The
assessment will be based on the student’s oral performance. The
reading/viewing/writing only serves as the means to this end and
will not be assessed.
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